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How to Fish: 

(Finding information independently)  
 

Key Words: information, data, independent, resources 

Expected Blood Management Deliverable 

Learn how to independently find the best information about blood management.   

Introduction  

The current medical literature is filled with data and information about blood management.  A myriad of ideas, 
projects, suggestions, templates, slide sets, and more can be invaluable throughout the implementation and 
maintenance of a blood management program.  The skills learned and developed during early modules will be critical 
when the blood management initatives become more complex and difficult.    It is understood that as your teams’ 
expertise increases, the less you will require direct blood center resources, although there will always be as much help 
from the Optimum TX team as is needed.  It is hoped that continuous process will represent the routine way that 
transfusion medicine - and all medicine -  is practiced in your facility.   

In order to improve and expand the existing infrastructure in the hospital, it is necessary to improve your ability to 
identify the most relevant data and information among the massive amount of available information (websites, 
literature, books, opinions, etc).   Developing this skill in your facility and sharing the information with your team will 
improve communications, increase the effectiveness of your program, and lead eventually to improved practice and 
reduced costs.    

Objectives of Module 

1. List available tools and resources that can be used to identify the best and most relevant 

information relating to blood management  

2. Be able to apply these tools to a blood management project.  
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What is Known 

Before the internet age, people searched libraries, journals, text books, encyclopedias, microfiche, and other hard 
copy media for information.  All of these sources are still around and valid.  Sometimes, they are a better source of 
“original” information than what is found online.  

With the advent of the internet, a massive amount of information is immediately available.  Unfortunately, very few 
people take the time to learn how to find, and then critically evaluate, the relevance and the validity of the information 
on the internet.  Just because it is found on the internet it doesn’t mean it is accurate, true, or relevant.  

Best Practices, Guidelines, and Recommendations 

The internet, journals, and textbooks, as well as original sources and subject matter experts are all 

valuable sources to obtain accurate valid and relevant information.   There are ways to maximize searching 

each resource. 

Use trusted and respected resources to ensure the best possible information. 

Become comfortable with international resources.  There are a MANY excellent blood management 

resources and knowledge in the international community 

Discussion Points 

You may wish to fill out the “topic Worksheet” (attached as addendum 1)  for the first several attempts at obtaining 
good information from the web until you become comfortable (and more expert) at such searches.   

(1)  
-

 

Step #1. Get to know where to go and what sites  you can count on: 

  
o  

 

 
o 

 

http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Glossary.html#Groups
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Glossary.html#Blog
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http://www.aabb.org/
http://orthoinfo.aaos.org/topic.cfm?topic=A00121
http://www.kidney.org/professionals/kdoqi/guidelines_ckd/toc.htm
http://www.sabm.org/
http://www.redcross.org/www-files/Documents/WorkingWiththeRedCross/practiceguidelinesforbloodtrans.pdf
http://www.redcross.org/www-files/Documents/WorkingWiththeRedCross/practiceguidelinesforbloodtrans.pdf
http://www.cmqcc.org/ob_hemorrhage
http://www.mayo.edu/cme/anesthesiology-2012r780
http://www.anzsbt.org.au/publications/
http://www.traqprogram.ca/
http://www.isbtweb.org/
http://www.transfusionguidelines.org.uk/
http://www.nice.org.uk/CG73
http://www.aabb.org/resources/publications/news/Pages/default.aspx
http://transfusionnews.com/videos-and-news/
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Step #2. Analyze your topic to decide where and how to begin 

 

  
o  

  
o  

  
o 

 
o 

 

  
 

o  
 

 

 

 

 

 
o 

 

Step #4. Understand that searching is an iterative process 

  
o 

 

  

  

  
 

(2)  

 

 

  

 

 

  

http://cluster4.lib.berkeley.edu:8080/ERF/servlet/ERFmain?cmd=searchResType&resTypeId=10
http://www.google.com/
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Glossary.html#CSE
http://www.cdc.gov/bloodsafety/
http://www.who.int/bloodsafety/en/
http://www.census.gov/people/
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b.  
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d.  

i.  
ii.  

iii.  

 

 
 

(3)  

 

 

  
o 

 
   
   
   
   
   

 

 

Steps to take 

 Identify your information needs 

 For the first several attempts at obtaining information on the web, use the “Topic Worksheet” 

(Appendix) 

 Practice with each new question that arises.  Practice with each new project.  The more you practice, 

the easier it will be to anticipate quality search terms and locations. 

 Apply what you have learned in previous trials to do better the next time.  

 Use backup resources whenever needed.  

 Refer to Additional Resources section to review potentially useful sources for additional information.    

 

http://www.aabb.org/development/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.aabb.org/resources/Pages/default.aspx
file:///C:/Users/KevinBiz/Desktop/Optimum%20TX%20portal/OpTx_Mod/_2_KJLFORMEDIT/www.aabb.org/Pages/Marketplace.aspx
http://www.medline.com/
http://www.medscape.com/
http://www.pubmed.com/
http://www.4medstudents.com/
http://www.educus.com/
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Additional Resources 

If you have questions, or if you need additional guidance, please contact your Blood System’s team. 

Several Optimum TX modules might interest the reader;   

  
 

Make sure to look at Blood Management University and Blood Management Exchange for more information. 

The following websites will provide an excellent starting point for informant on Blood Management: 

     

  

  

  

  

 -  

  

  

 ) 
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